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us Bureau of

Ocean Energy
Management Finalizes New Protections
for Marine Archaeological Resources

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
(BOEM), USA has issued new regulations
(effective 3rd October 2024) to better
protect shipwrecks and other cultural
resources on the seabed from adverse
impacts of offshore oil and gas activities.
The final rule requires lessees and
operators to submit an archaeological
report with any exploration or development
plan they submit to BOEM for proposed
activities on the U.S. Outer Continental
Shelf (OCS). ...read more

Climate policies that achieved major
emission reductions: Global evidence
from two decades

It is easy for countries to say they will
reduce their emissions of greenhouse
gases, but these statements do not mean
that the policies they adopt will be effective.
A new study by Stechemesser et al.
evaluated 1500 climate policies
implemented between 1998 and 2022
across 41 countries from six continents. It
also identified the 63 most successful
ones, with total emission reductions
between 0.6 billion and 1.8 billion metric
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Stock assessment models overstate
sustainability of the world's fisheries

The International Maritime Organization
(IMO) has unveiled a new toolkit to help the
maritime industry tackle the rising risk of
insider threats. These threats, often
stemming from employee negligence or
malice, have become increasingly complex
and frequent. Developed in partnership with
the International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAQ), the toolkit provides guidance, risk
assessment tools, training, and best
practices to protect sensitive maritime
information......read more

European boats fishing under a veil of
secrecy : China Daily

China Daily reports that EU vessels are
registering with African fleets and exploiting
local fishing laws, Financial Times (FT) and
other media recently reported. FT, working
with the NGO Oceana, found 39 industrial
fishing vessels that were flagged to
Gambia, Mauritania, Senegal and Guinea-
Bissau as of July this year despite having
ownership or management links to
European companies. Over half were
licensed to bring seafood into the EU. The
report noted for instance that a trawler was
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tonnes CO2. This work illustrates the kinds
of policy efforts.....read more

reflagged from Spain to Mauritania in 2021,
.. read more
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Release of the 'Report on the work of
the United Nations Open-ended Informal
Consultative Process on Oceans and
the Law of the Sea.’

The United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) released the 'Report on the work
of the United Nations Open-ended Informal
Consultative Process on Oceans and the
Law of the Sea at its twenty-fourth meeting.
The meeting focused its discussions on the
theme 'The ocean as a source of
sustainable food.'" Delegations, including
some groups of States, affirmed the
importance of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS) as the legal framework within
which all activities in the oceans and seas
must be carried out, including activities
related to the use of the ocean as a source
of sustainable food......read more

Country-wise Merchandise Trade
Performance

Global Trade Research Initiotive

Global Trade Research Initiative (GTRI)
releases Country-wise Merchandise
Trade Performance for the period
January to June 2024

The Global Trade Research Initiative
(GTRI), a research Group focused on
Climate Change, technology and trade,
released its report on 'Country-wise
Merchandise Trade Performance for the
period January to June 2024." The report
analyzed India's trade with partner
countries during first six months of 2024. As
per the report, between January and June
2024, India had a trade surplus with 151
countries, representing 55.8% of its exports
and 16.5% of its imports, ........ read more

IMF releases Working Paper on Chinese
subsidies

The International Monetary Fund (IMF)
released a Working Paper (No. 2024/180)
titted 'Trade Implications of China's
Subsidies." The paper investigates the
effects of PRC's subsidies on international
trade flows at the product level over the
period 2009-2022. The results indicate that
the subsidies promoted Chinese exports
and limited imports. These effects have
been magnified by supply-chain linkages:
subsidies given to upstream industries
expand significantly the exports of
downstream industries. Additional analysis
of the price and quantity effects at the
product level shows that PRC's subsidies
lowered export prices and boosted export
quantities in certain sectors such as metal
products,upgrading.. read more

Inmarsat releases new report on
maritime safety
Inmarsat, a British satellite

telecommunications company, released the
'Future of Maritime Safety Report 2024.
The report offers a snapshot of the status of
safety in international shipping, captured
through the lens of Inmarsat GMDSS
distress calls from 2023. It found inter alia
that 88 GMDSS distress calls were
registered on Inmarsat networks in 2023,
down from 853 in 2022 (7.6% decrease)
and 794 in 2021. It also found that the
average rate of distress calls in 2023 was
45 per 10,000 registered vessels. Tankers
(89), gas carriers (86) .....read more
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Report on China’s port development in
Chancay, Peru

A deep-water port project (part of PRC's
Belt and Road Initiative) worth $3.5 billion is
being constructed in Chancay, Peru, with
major backing from PRC's state-owned
enterprise, Cosco Shipping. Launched in
2008 and accelerated by COSCO Shipping
Ports' investment in 2019, this public-
private partnership is set to begin
operations in November 2024. With an
initial investment of USD 1.3 billion and a
total projected investment of USD 3.5
billion, the port aims to handle over 1 million
TEUs annually, ....... read more
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cable

submarine
internet issues in Pakistan

“Faulty” causes

The Pakistan Telecommunication Authority
(PTA) claimed that nationwide slow internet
in Pakistan was due to a “faulty submarine
cable”. It also said that no firewalls were
being installed by the government, an
allegation made by activists, the business
community and some ISPs. Meanwhile, at
the Lahore High Court recently, the PTA,
the federal government, and the information
and law ministers responded to a petition
against the internet disruptions. Blame was

attributed to various issues, including
“cutting of one of the submarine cables
(SMW4) for last one month or so”. ....... read
more

Cochin Shipyard Limited (CSL) finishes
Keel Laying of India's largest dredger

Cochin Shipyard Limited (CSL) laid the keel
of India's largest dredger 'DCI Dredge
Godavari', a Trailing Suction Hopper
Dredger (TSHD) built for the Dredging
Corporation of India Limited. It has a
hopper capacity of 12,000 cubic metres.
DClI Dredge Godavari is made in
collaboration with Royal IHC (Netherlands),
a world leader in dredger design and
construction. Once commissioned, this

dredger will be the most sophisticated and
technologically advanced dredger ever built
in India. Once operational, .....read more

Report: Law of the Sea and Submarine
Cables

A joint report by the International Cable
Protection Committee (ICPC) and Centre
for International Law (National University of
Singapore), titled 'Law of the Sea and
Submarine Cables,” was recently released.
The report examines some key legal issues
across four broad themes — spatial and
competing use issues, permits and policies
for laying and repair, security of cables, and
implications of the 2023 BBNJ Treaty. It
also outlines prospects for collaboration
between industry and governments on
installation, repair, protection, and security
of submarine cables. .....read more

Maritime Cyberattack Database

Researchers at the Nethertlands’ NHL
Stenden University of Applied Sciences

Indian Navy to get 100-tonne Unmanned
Underwater Vehicles (UUVs)
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have created MCAD, a database of
Maritime Cyber Attacks covering incidents
dating back to 2001. It covers not only
incidents impacting vessels, but also those
impacting ports and other maritime facilities
worldwide. Utilizing open source
information, the research group has
collected information on over 160 cyber
incidents involving the maritime sector,
including the location spoofing of NATO
ships visiting Ukraine in the Black Sea by
Russia in 2021. ....... read more

BEML signs MoU with the Indian Navy
Bharat Earth Movers Ltd (BEML), which is

into defence and heavy engineering
manufacturing, signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with the Directorate of
Marine Engineering (Indian Navy), for
indigenous design, development,
manufacture, testing, and product support
of critical marine equipment and systems.
Aligned with the Government of India’s
Aatmanirbhar ~ Bharat initiative, the
partnership aims to strengthen self-reliance
in defence production and reduce
dependence on foreign OEMs, the Ministry
of Defence said in a statement. ....... read
more

With a growing focus towards unmanned
warfare, the Indian Navy has received
approval to build large unmanned
underwater vessels. The decision, recently
cleared by the Ministry of Defence, is aimed
at bolstering India’s maritime capabilities on

both its eastern and western seaboards.
The new vessels, each weighing
approximately 100 tonnes, will be equipped
with  advanced combat capabilities,
including weapons, mine clearance
systems, and surveillance equipment.
..... read more

Study report highlights PRC’s efforts at
cultivating influence in Indonesia

A new report by the Centre of Economic
and Law Studies (an Indonesian think tank)
is titled ‘China-Indonesia Provincial Index:
Understanding Chinese influence in
Indonesian provinces,” and maps PRC’s
engagements with Indonesia across the
archipelago’s multiple provinces. The
report’'s ‘China-Indonesia Provincial Index’

aims to illuminate PRC’s influence
dynamics by meticulously assessing
Chinese  influence  through  several

indicators spread across domains.....read
more
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